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Local plumbing company gets suppliers on board to provide heat in winter and cool air in summer for the Union Gospel Mission

Richmond, BC (Feb 26 08) 
Brian Williams of Ashton Service Group along with many associates in the industry are committed to helping the homeless and making dreams come true.   Union Gospel Mission’s New Westminster Drop-in Centre found itself in desperate need of a complete heating and air conditioning system for their dining area.   After sharing that dream with Brian Williams, he took on the task of enlisting other suppliers and trades to also give of their time and materials.   Those who generously contributed are listed below. 

Delivery of the unit will take place at 9:00 am Tuesday, March 4, 2008 at Union Gospel Mission in New Westminster.  Those present will include *Maurice McElrea, President *Lorene Vernon, Manager, Public Relations *Bill Wong, Manager New West Drop-in Centre *Joven Antolin, Assistant Manager New West Drop-in Centre.
The street 658 Clarkson St., New Westminster, BC, V3M 1E1 will be blocked off while the crane places the unit on the roof of the facility.  Brian Williams of Ashton Service Group will be on hand in addition to representation from donators.
Refrigerative Supply – Mike Fuhlman

HyTek Air Conditioning – Vic Seder

Local 516 of the Refrigeration Union – Rick Seder

Piedmont Sheet Metal – Toby Knowles

Power Play Electric – Jeff Holden
Mega Crane – Eamon McAteer
From Union Gospel Mission New West Drop-in Centre:

Summertime inside the New Westminster Drop-In Centre can be summed up as a "desert experience" due to the hot temperature that is trapped inside the old building. The fans are circulating hot air, the kitchen heat extends to the common room and a crowd of 130 skyrockets the temperature in an already blistering summer day.  People are getting headaches, feeling restless and tired, and a cup of cold water just won't do.
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Ashton and the Union Gospel Mission

To have a ‘dreamed about’ air conditioning unit will provide the much needed comfort for the clients and the staff alike. It will give them an "Oasis," a place of shelter and a place of hope, a cool comfort for a tired body, and cold water for a thirsty soul.

Meeting our needs has been a prime goal of Ashton Service Group and includes a van which has been a valuable asset to us in serving the satellite offices to date and will continue to be used as an emergency dispatch Vehicle for fire, flood or security issues.  It is also being used to provide materials and equipment at various sites as needed. This van from Ashton has cut our costs at the mission tremendously. The vehicle allowed us to take care of our own maintenance rather than hiring external companies and also provided UGM the ability to hire staff from our Alcohol and Drug Recovery program.  The van is an avenue of ‘sharing’ as we travel to our satellite offices.

Union Gospel Mission is a non-profit, interdenominational, Christian organization providing emergency services and long-term solutions to poverty, addition, and homelessness.  Our desire is to be a bridge for people striving to regain the basic necessities of life, restore their God-given dignity and hope, empowering them to rejoin the community as full and active participants. 

Hope to the Hungry, Hurting and Homeless since 1940

For media inquiries please contact

Lorene Vernon

Union Gospel Mission

Manager, Public Relations

604 888-5427

lvernon@ugm.ca
website www.ugm.ca 
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